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GRANOLA-MODERNE

The courtyard at the Hamilton home of Bill Curran and Maryanne Scime. An outdoor shower is visible at far left. THIER + CURRAN ARCHITECTS INC.

A once-modest, one-storey worker’s cottage in Hamilton – now part hippie and part high-modern –
shines with an artistic flair that’s been busting out all over “the Hammer” in recent years Page 2 0
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DEN

10'-5" x 8'-2"

MASTER

BEDROOM

10'-0" x 14'-0"

BEDROOM

9'-0" x 11'-4"

BALCONY

KITCHEN

LIVING/DINING

13'-11" x 18'-3"

W.I.C.

ENSUITE

W/D

suite G from $354,990

2 bedroom + den, unit 968 sq. ft.
balcony 183 sq. ft.

(2nd floor balcony 75 sq. ft.)

suite H from $330,990

2 bedroom + den, unit 892 sq. ft.
balcony 223 sq. ft.

(2nd floor balcony 150 sq. ft.)

suite I from $431,990

2 bedroom + den, unit 1021 sq. ft.
balcony 130 sq. ft.

(2nd, 3rd, 4th, 16th & 17th floor

balcony 280 sq. ft.)

Nature-inspired condominiums, Design by Mike Niven, from the $210’s

968 sq. ft. model suite to view. call 416.805.1781 or visit scenicliving.ca
Prices and specifications subject to change
without notice E.&O.E. November, 2008

AFFORDABLE LUXURY IN LEASIDE
FROM

$360 P/SQ.FT.
PARKING INCLUDED

BALCONY

KITCHEN

DEN

5'-8" x 8'-2"

MASTER

BEDROOM

10'-1" x 13'-0"

ENSUITE

W/D

BEDROOM

9'-0" x 9'-0"

LIVING/DINING

14'-7" x 17'-3"

BALCONY

MASTER BEDROOM

12'-0" x 10'-6"

BEDROOM

10'-3" x 10'-0"

W/D

LIVING/DINING

22'-7" x 16'-11"

DEN

7'-3" x 8'-0"

ENSUITE

W.I.C.

KITCHEN

E
lizabeth Rand-Watkinson
is fairly certain most
homeowners won’t be

ringing in the New Year gut-
ting their kitchens and bath-
rooms. When it comes to
renovations, people generally
tend to take a break after holi-
day entertaining and hibernate
for the winter. Add to that an
increasingly troubled economy
and “even modest upgrading
projects are getting shut

down,” says the Globe colum-
nist who writes on design.

But, “you can still effect posi-
tive change in your living
spaces despite a squeeze on
your discretionary spending,”
she says. Here, with fellow
Globe Real Estate columnists
Kelly Deck, Mike Holmes and
Candice Olson, Mr. Rand-Wat-
kinson offers up some expert
tips to get you through the
winter blahs without breaking
the bank. 

RENOVATION AND DECOR

Down time, redefined

Any interior can get a quick,
easy and affordable facelift by
simply rotating your art
collection, designer Kelly Deck
says. KELLY DECK DESIGN

Once the mad scramble of the holidays is over, the tendency is
to take a breather, but it’s a great time for small projects. Globe
Real Estate columnists Elizabeth Rand-Watkinson, Kelly Deck,
Candice Olson and Mike Holmes have a few suggestions...

77 SEE ’HIBERNATION’ PAGE 3

BY SHERYL STEINBERG

NOTE TO READERS Globe Real Estate will be taking a break for the holidays and will not publish editions on Dec. 19, Dec. 26 and Jan. 02. Regular publication will resume Friday, Jan. 09, 2009.
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Real Estate

H
igh Park Boulevard is ea-
sily among the most ele-
gant residential

addresses in Toronto. Only
three blocks long, it extends
east from Parkside Drive to
Roncesvalles Avenue. While
it’s a long way from Forest Hill
and Rosedale, and nowhere
near upscale shopping or
country clubs, there is not a
single home on the street that
is anything less than a stately
mansion.

Some are in better condition
than others, however, and pur-
chasing one would likely be
only the first step in bringing
it up to par. It’s impossible to
buy a house on High Park
Boulevard for less than $1-mil-
lion, then there’s the added
expense of renovating the ag-
ing structure to suit the needs
of the modern family. 

Real estate agent Neil Spiegel
and television director and

producer Ann Shin have spent
the past 15 months renovating
an 8,000-square-foot mansion
on the boulevard into four
2,000-square-foot condomini-
um residences.

In the process, they have
transformed the residence into
a model of energy efficiency in
keeping with their dedication
to walking the walk when it
comes to sustainable living.
(Mr. Spiegel is a two-time fed-
eral Green Party candidate in
Parkdale-High Park.)

The couple and their two
young children will live in one
of the four-bedroom resi-
dences. Another couple that
were partners in the project,
will live in a similar suite. But
the other two new units are on
sale for $689,000 each. 

Both are large enough to ac-
commodate all the needs of a
family with one or two chil-
dren, and while there is no
backyard per se, there is a 400-
acre backyard a half-block
away in High Park.

During an open house last
weekend, there was a steady
stream of interested gawkers
coming through the project,
known as Urbangreen. It’s
unique not only in that it in-
corporates much of the latest
energy-efficient technology,

but because the developers
would be your neighbours,
and it offers buyers the chance
to hold title on an extremely
coveted street for less than se-
ven figures.

“I like to call it fresh thinking
in an old neighbourhood,” Ms.
Shin says. “This is an example
of how you can make green
features affordable.”

The two couples originally
intended to develop the house
under a single title with co-op-
erative ownership among four
unit-holders. 

After numerous complica-
tions that would have made
construction and mortgage fi-
nancing difficult (not to men-
tion a significant obstacle to
resale), they moved to the con-

do ownership model.
In the role of developers, the

couple rigorously examined
every detail of the project, but
they also conferred with peo-
ple in the surrounding com-
munity in charettes, a French
term that roughly means a
peer review and feedback op-
portunity on the design. 

“A lot of care has been taken
in the upgrades of the building
and the attention to all the de-
tails,” Ms. Shin says. “We want-
ed it to reflect the patterns of
our lives as well as trying to be
mindful of the indoor-outdoor
relationship.”

To that end, the develop-
ment has included a basement
wine cellar and workshop that
can be shared by all of the

building’s residents. Each unit
has two levels, with the two
upper residences sporting
rooftop decks that extend
seamlessly from the living
rooms. 

Among the myriad of conser-
vation features is a geothermal
heating and cooling system for
which four wells were drilled
deep into the earth to extract
water to drive the tempera-
ture-control systems. The sys-
tem is likely to reduce heating
and cooling costs, and use 25
per cent less electricity, even
compared with other high-effi-
ciency systems.

The suite on view (which is
among the two currently for
sale) is a sleek marriage of
modern design and family

comfort. The kitchen, living
room and dining room are
combined in an expansive
open-concept space fed by
light from large windows on
two walls. 

There is an additional family
room on the basement level,
which has a polished cement
floor, along with two bath-
rooms featuring the latest fix-
tures, such as rainwater
showerheads.

Ms. Shin was originally skep-
tical that this sort of living ar-
rangement would be
comfortable for her children as
well as herself. 

“I became a convert in the
process,” she says. “Not just
long-term in terms of the need
for environmental sustainabil-
ity, but also in terms that this
could deliver what a working
mother with kids would want.”

RENOVATION

Greening a multifamily mansion

The suites at Urbangreen on High Park Avenue are large enough for a family of four. The husband and
wife developers and their children will occupy one of the four units. PHOTOS BY TREVOR POCZYNEK
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A
n outdoor shower beside
an indoor shower; a soft
headboard of pine

boughs in the bedroom; a hard
steel beam spanning the living
room; a bathtub that’s part
terrarium, part brutalist con-
crete sculpture; an exterior as
futuristic as Star Trek – yet
glimpses of the 130-year-old
cottage remain; a tiny lot, yet
an expansive courtyard plan.

Le Corbusier could live here,
Carlo Scarpa or any of the high
modernist priests of old. But
so, too, could an earthy, 21st-
century hippie.

That’s because this is a
house of juxtapositions, of
contrasts. In the once mostly
blue-collar city of Hamilton,
this once-modest, one-storey
worker’s cottage on Macauley
Street West now shines with
the kind of artistic flair that’s
been busting out all over “the
Hammer” in recent years. And
it does it all in less than 1,400
square feet. 

“In Toronto, I would have
had a 600-square-foot condo if
I’d have been lucky,” says Bill
Curran, who designed this
home for himself and his wife,
Maryanne Scime.

While Mr. Curran is a moder-
nist, he’s not the high priest
kind, and he’s certainly not a
hippie. Rather, this partner in
Thier + Curran Architects Inc.
is a 47-year-old hometown boy
who, after working in Toronto
and that other great steel
town, Pittsburgh, bought a di-
lapidated “hellhole” in Hamil-
ton’s gritty North End for the
bargain price of $120,000 with
the idea of building new.

“We figured we bought a lot
with a foundation and a sewer
pipe and no development
charges,” he says, “but once we
started gutting it, we found
that the old cottage had some
really nice bones [and] nice
proportions from the street.”

So, instead, he and his wife
went the sow’s-ear-to-silk-
purse route. After owning the
suspected illegal rooming
house for a full year, they gut-
ted it in 2006 and removed a
small 1950s addition at the
rear. By May of that year, a
contractor was tackling the

heavy renovations and, by
September, they’d moved in.

For the past two years,
they’ve been working on “fin-
ishing touches.” Last spring,
for instance, the couple trans-
formed the “sea of mud” left
by the contractors into some
seriously cool landscaping,
and, just weeks ago, sliding
glass doors from C-living in
Don Mills were installed to
turn den into guest room.

But about those contrasts:
They start at the front door.
Sure, it’s located where it
would have been on the origi-
nal cottage – smack dab in the
middle with a transom over
top – but it’s a huge pivoting
affair punctuated by piercing
blue space-age LED lights.

Over the threshold and in-
side the foyer, what impresses
most is how that massive steel
beam (which traces a line

where the old, original cottage
ended) and the hefty, poured-
on-site concrete fireplace in
the living room don’t choke
the space, but rather seem
light and airy. The beam is ser-
rated and seems to hover at
one point because of a ventila-
tion tower cut around it (more
on this in a minute), and the
concrete hearth angles back so
as to float above the floor.

“Maybe it’s because I grew

up in Hamilton,” Mr. Curran
says, “but I have a real affec-
tion for exposed steel and the
things you can do to sculpt it
like they did on bridges and
airplanes. I always wanted a
steel beam in my house and I
always wanted a chunk of con-
crete – I guess every young
modernist architect does.”

Young modernists love glass,
too, and this house has sun-
light-gulping gobs of it. Enor-
mous living room windows
add to the home’s transparen-
cy and the many smaller, cor-
ner windows break the box,
literally, by dissolving hard in-
terior lines.

Also effective is the long,
custom kitchen island that
pulls the eye horizontally
along the length of the home
to the corridor-bathroom
(which leads to the master
bedroom at the rear) and the
vertical ventilation tower that
sends light down into the mid-
dle of the home via remote-
controlled windows. This tow-
er also acts as a “heat
chimney” in summer.

The bathroom-as-corridor
configuration was chosen to
facilitate Mr. Curran’s “fixa-
tion” on having a courtyard
house. By arranging it as a nar-
row “walk-through” to the
much wider master bedroom,
the cradling C-shape necessary
for a courtyard was achieved.

To solve the privacy prob-
lem, Mr. Curran added a small
room with a Sloan 4000 water-
less urinal and a toilet.

“If you love a woman, get

her a urinal,” he jokes, “be-
cause the toilet seat is always
down.”

Born out of feelings of guilt
that the hulking concrete tub
required too much water to
fill, an ingenious glass wall/
rock-and-cactus planter was
added, which also softens its
hard look.

On the other side of the door
beside the shower is the
home’s most interesting fea-
ture – the outdoor shower,
which drains into the garden
rather than the plumbing sys-
tem.

Always envious of cottager
friends, Mr. Curran had to con-
vince his wife such a thing was
a good idea in the city. “She
thought I was crazy,” he says,
but not any more. “It’s one of
my favourite features in the
whole house, actually, and I
didn’t realize I was going to
love it so much,” Ms. Scime ad-
mits.

“You get the odd cold day
where you get a gust up
through the deck boards,” Mr.
Curran continues, “but most of
the time you’re in this cocoon
of steam and, at night with the
stars, or at mid-afternoon with
the sun beating down on you,
it is so nice.”

And speaking of nature, the
bedroom headboard isn’t real-
ly made of pine boughs. By
placing a long window along
the top of the bed where, coin-
cidentally, the boughs dangle,
the illusion is created. “When
you look out you see right into
the trees … and you can see
birds,” the architect explains.

Embracing nature yet at ease
with steel, concrete and glass,
this house of contrasts is much
like the hardscrabble North
End of Hamilton itself, where
smokestacks and slag heaps
are only half the story. The
other half – just minutes away
by foot – tells of walking trails,
marinas and endless possibil-
ities.
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House of contrasts
Architect Bill Curran and his wife, Maryanne Scime, pick up a bargain fixer-upper in Hamilton, gut the one-time
rooming house and create a home with a mash-up of styles – one part modern, one part cottage

From left, the home at dusk; the poured concrete, two-sided fireplace in the living room, and the outdoor shower and fire pit. THIER + CURRAN ARCHITECTS INC.

Above, a steel beam spans the living room. Above right, the bathtub with a cactus planter insert.
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"
I always wanted a steel

beam in my house 

and I always wanted

a chunk of concrete.

Bill Curran

This week, reporter Deirdre Kelly
resumes her popular Open House
column, profiling some of the 
Toronto market’s best properties
that will be open to the public
the following weekend. 
Appearing each Thursday, 
exclusively at www.globeand-
mail.com/realestate

NEW ONLINE




